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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

DEC  1  2  1955  . 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Vthnrmmn  of  agmcuuime 


November  k}  1955 
Letter  Wo.  689 


The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  gets  its  annual  going  over  here  in 
Washington  at  the  end  of  this  month.     This  33 rd  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference  starts  November  28.    This  year's  conference  is  expected  to  be 
more  in  the  nature  of  a  training  school  for  Extension  Service  delegates, 
and  put  more  emphasis  on  the  related  background  situation  than  in  previous 

years  But  the  Demand  and  Price  Situation,  scheduled  for  release 

November  18  will  summarize  the  official  analyses  of  the  agricultural  outlook. 

Keep  an  eye  out  for  that  report  Yesterday  at  New  Orleans,  AMS 

Administrator  0.  V.  Wells  gave  the  National  Association  of  Commissioners, 
Secretaries  and  Directors  of  Agriculture  meeting  his  own  personal  preliminary 
view  of  the  prospects  for  '56.    Among  other  things ,  he  pointed  out  that 
acreage  allotments  under  provisions  of  existing  legislation  for  rice,  cotton, 
and  tobacco  may  be  somewhat  smaller  and  yields  for  a  considerable  number  of 
crops  could  run  some  lower  in  '56  than  in  '55.     However,  with  good  or  average 
weather  during  the  coming  season,  available  supplies  of  corn  and  other  feed 
grains,  wheat,  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  etc.  will  continue  plentiful.    As  for 
livestock,  Mr.  Wells  said  numbers  of  cattle  on  hand  may  show  some  decrease 
January  1  compared  with  last  New  Year's  Day.     He  expects  marketing  of  beef 
cattle  may  run  almost  as  large  next  year  as  this .    Even  though  hog  production 
should  be  leveling  out,  we  still  have  plenty  of  pork  in  sight  for  some  time 
to  come.    He  thinks  consumer  demand  in  this  country  should  be  as  good, 
probably  better,  in  1956  than  this  year. 


Vegetable  Guides  Announced 


Yesterday  the  Department  announced  guides  for  spring  vegetables, 
spring  melons,  and  spring  potatoes.    These  guides  suggest  a  total  '56  acreage 
of  18  major  spring  vegetables  2  percent  below  last  year,  about  the  same 
acreage  in  spring  melons,  and  about  13  percent  less  land  in  early  commercial 
spring  potatoes. 


Travel  Increases  Pest  Problem 


APS  Deputy  Admn.  Dr.  M.  P.  Clarkson  told  that  New  Orleans  meeting  of 
officials  yesterday  the  steady  increase  of  foreign  travel  and  trade  is  bring- 
ing new  complications  in  defense  against  insect  pests  and  diseases.  "A 
traveler  who  wouldn't  think  of  smuggling  in  diamonds  doesn't  see  anything 
wrong  in  bringing  in  a  couple  of  oranges,  an  exotic  plant,  or  even  a  pet 
goat.     Passenger  baggage  provides  a  big  loophole  in  our  line  of  defense 
against  pests  and  quarantined  plant  material." 
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Farm  Programs  for  City  Folks 

How  to  handle  a  farm  TV  program  for  mainly  urban  viewers  was  the 
problem  pioneer  farm  "broadcaster  John  Merrifield,  WWJ-TV  Detroit,  faced  when 
he  switched  over  from  radio  a  couple  of  years- back.     John  says  his  viewing 
audience  is  only  12  percent  rural,  so  he  undertook  to  help  the  other  88  percent 
understand  the  real  meaning  of  farm  legislation  in  that  it  benefits  not  farm- 
ers, hut  the  entire  overall  economy. 

"Our  urban  viewers,  strange  to  say,  consistently  demand  more  how- 
to-do-it  information,"  John  reports.     "However  it  must  he  pointed  out  they 
are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  just  how-to-do-it  demonstrations.    They  also 
want  nostalgic  reminders  of  how  they,  their  fathers,  or  their  grandfathers 
lived  and  worked  "before  they  moved  to  the  city.    They  also  want  information 
concerning  ways  and  means  of  spending  their  food  "budgets  to  the  best  advantage," 

Now  here's  one  that'll  wake  you  up.'     John  gees  on  to  declare  "It 
has  been  my  experience  that  television  farm  programming  is  much  more  effective 
than  is  radio  farm  programming."    The  cooperating  county  extension  agents  who 
appear  on  John's  TV  shows  report  that  "one  television  show  is  worth  many 
meetings."    John  says,  "They  all  report  a  more  ready  acceptance  hy  farmers  of 
ideas  which  have  "been  presented  as  a  part  of  a  television  show."    Thanks,  old 
hoy. 

Social  Security  for  Farm  People 

The  Social  Security  Administration  of  the  U.  S,  Dept.  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  reminds  us  that  farm  families  are  now  protected  hy  old- 
age  and  survivors  insurance.    This  is  something  in  which  farm  radio  listeners 
and  TV  viewers  will  become  more  and  more  interested.    Social  security  protects 
the  farmer  and  his  family  against  loss  of  earnings  due  to  old  age  or  death. 
Every  self-employed  farmer  who  has  net  earnings  of  $^00  or  more  in  a  year  is 
covered.     So  is  every  farm  worker  who  is  paid  $100  cash  or  more  in  a  year  by 
an  employer.     If  you  want  to  know  more,  your  Internal  revenue  Service  offices 
can  advise  you  how  and  when  farmers  pay  social  security  taxes,     USDA  county 
agents  are  also  well  informed  ahout  social  security.     And,  of  course,  social 
security  offices  are  located  in  the  large  towns  and  cities  to  issue  social 
security  cards  and  help  anyone  claim  the  benefits  due  them. 

Farm  and  Home  Badio-TV  in  Alaska 

Bryan  Phifer,  USDA  Ext. ,  is  hack  from  an  information  quickie  survey 
of  Alaska,  where  most  travel  is  by  airplane  and  radio  is  practically  the  only 
means  of  communication.    He  reports  a  total  of  Ik  radio  stations  and  5  TV" 
stations  in  Alaska.    Fairbanks,  a  town  of  20  to  25,000  has  2  radio  and  2  TV 
stations,  as  has  Anchorage  with  57,000  population.     Juneau  with  two  radio 
stations,  is  preparing  to  go  on  the  air  with  a  TV  station.    Arthiel  Spaulding, 
home  dem.  agent  at  Juneau,  800  miles  hy  air  from  her  Ext.  hq.  in  Fairbanks, 
has  programs  on  both  KIIJY,  and  KJ1M0  ,  Juneau,  and  sends  tapes  of  her  shows  to 
Sitka  and  Ketchikan.     'County'  Agents  territories  often  cover  50, 0°°  square 
miles.    But  recently  a  new  bulletin  shown  on  TV  and  announced  hy  radio  brought 
6,000  requests  for  copies  within  three  weeks.    Although  home  agents  meet  with 
their  clubs  only  once  a  year,  most  have  regular  contacts  with  them  through 
their  radio  programs.    There  are  13  state  and  district  (county)  agents  and 
Z  part  time  Extension  subject  matter  specialists  in  the  vasty  stretches  of 
Alaska. 
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¥  arm-City  Watershed  Partnership 

SCS  Admn.  Donald  Williams  figures  the  newer  watershed  approach  that 
brings  industry  and  other  city  interests  into  partnership  with  farmers  more 
than  ever  before  will  "broaden  conservation,  and  make  it  more  effective  and 
permanent.    That's  what  he  told  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Association 
of  Commissioners,  Secretaries  and  Directors  of  Agriculture,  Wednesday  at  New 
Orleans.    He  also  reported  that  SCS  expects  to  have  25  watershed  work  plans 
ready  for  the  Secretary  to  transmit  to  Congress  early  in  the  coming  session, 
with  more  to  follow.    114  applications  had  "been  approved  for  planning 
assistance  "by  the  end  of  October, 


Orchids  and  Bugs  for  RFDs 

Bugs  really  make  good  guests  -  on  a  TV  show,  that  is.     So  says  Johnnie 
Holmes,  KATV,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  who  is  a  great  believer  in  the  use  of  gimmicks 
in  his  shows  to  put  them  across.    Quoth  Johnnie:  "A  live  Harlequin  bug  or 
tomato  fruit  worm  actually  crawling  around  in  a  close  live  studio  shot  while 
you  tell  the  folks  about  it  or  how  to  control  or  how  to  recognize  it  will  get 

their  interest."    It'll  keep  the  camera  crew  awake,  too,  Johnnie  

Orchids  to  Mike  McDougald,  WSB ,  Atlanta,  for  receiving  the  Georgia  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  Award  on  October  10:   "For  outstanding  service  to  Georgia  Agricul- 
ture."   A  relative  newcomer  to  the  farm  broadcasting  profession,  Mike  seems 
to  be  doing  quite  well. 


Marketing  Changes  in  '^6  Outlook 

As  we  hope  you  noticed,  in  the  AMS  1956  Outlook  issue  of  the  Market- 
ing and  Transportation  Situation  released  this  week,  the  specialists  feature 
some  of  the  trends  and  recent  developments  in  marketing  farm  products.  They 
note  changes  in  buying  and  selling,  wider  use  of  Federal  grades,  better  ways 
of  sampling  and.  packaging,  more  use  of  marketing  agreements,  and  many  improve- 
ments in  lay-out  and  labor-saving  machinery.     They  report  circumstantial 
evidence  that  poultry  slaughtering  is  moving  to  producing  areas;  predictions 
that  frozen  prepared  foods  are  beginning  their  period  of  rapid  growth  with 
frozen  meat  still  in  the  offing;  and  estimates  that  the  feed  industry  has 
bettered  its  feed  formulas  and  increased  its  output  per  man-hour  by  install- 
ing labor-saving  equipment  and  by  redesigning  plants.     The  specialists  also 
report  dairy  plants  using  more  automatic  equipment;  bulk  hauling  of  milk, 
flour,  and  sugar  has  become  common  in  recent  years;  and  bulk  shipping  of 
oranges  to  northern  markets  has  increased  steadily. 

What  Did  Your  U-H  Club  Members  Do? 


Just  to  remind  you  the  National  k-E  Club  Achievement  Day  is  next 
Saturday,  November  12.    Nationally  speaking,  during  the  past  year  k-E  Club 
members  have  owned  and  cared  for  more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter  head  of 
livestock,  more  than  10  billion  birds  in  their  poultry  projects;  have  grown 
862  thousand  acres  of  food,  feed,  and  fiber  crops;  improved  332  thousand 
acres  through  soil  and  water  projects;  canned  and  preserved  5  million  quarts 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  and  other  foods;  served  nearly  Ik  million  meals; 
and  completed  13  million  articles  in  sewing  projects.     Of  course,  the  human 
interest  stories  behind  those  projects  are  far  more  impressive  than  the 
statistics.    Some  of  these  U-H'ers  can  really  tell  their  stories  too. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Nov.  12 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     International  Crop  Improvement 
Association. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9; 15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 
Features:    A  report  on  the  new  Nat'l  Farmer's  Organization  in  Iowa  by  Craig 
Lawrence  of  Station  KENT,  Des  Moines. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:    U.S.  at  International  Trade  Fairs, 
with  Ken  Krogh,  FAS;  and  Special  Dairy  Research  Report  from  Eay  Wolfe,  Univ. 
of  Minnesota. 

CCBS  Agriculture  USA,  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:    Admn.  R.  B. 
McLeaish  on  the  Credit  Service  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration. 


This  Week's  Bulletin  Board 

Bread  has  "become  a  stronger  staff  of  life  than  it  was  20  years  ago. 
It's  full  of  vitamins:  four  times  as  much  thiamine,  three  times  as  much  ribo- 
flavin, and  about  twice  as  much  calcium,  iron,  and  niacin.    USDA  home  economists 
tell  about  it  in  semi -technical  bulletin  A  IB  No.  1^2,   "Bread  .   .   .  facts  for 
Consumer  Education".   .  .   .   .  Dried  beans,  the  half -billion-pounds -a-year  crop 

in  the  Eastern  States,  gets  a  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  2083  telling  how  to  grow 
them,  where,  etc.   ......   "Sewage  Sludge  for  Soil "improvement "  is  Circular 

No.  972  -  semi -technical. 


'Round  the  World  -  And  Back  Again 


Fifty -two  IFYE  boys  and  girls,  who  have  been  living  and  working  with 
farm  families  in  Europe  for  the  past  five  months,  get  back  to  New  York,  Nov. 
Ih.    We  thought  you  might  want  to  know  about  this  group  of  International  Farm 
Youth  Exchange  delegates.     They  are  from  26  of  our  States,  and  maybe  you  may 
want  to  arrange  interviews  with  some  of  them  when  they  get  back.     From  Nov.  lk 
to  17  they'll  headquarter  at  the  Hotel  Woodstock,  127  West  U3rd  Street,  New 
York  City.     For  further  information  we  suggest  you  write  to  Everett  Bierman, 
Information  Officer,  National  h-B.  Club  Foundation,  8^6l  Fenton  St.,  Silver 

Spring,  Maryland  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  took  off  for  Europe 

with  about  30  midwest  farmers  Tuesday  on  the  first  leg  of  his  round-the-world 
agricultural  study  tour  which  will  get  Jack  and  part  of  the  group  home  just 
before  Christmas.     Others  will  turn  back  from  points  in  Europe.     This  is  Jack's 
third  trip  abroad.    Some  other  RFDs  familiar  with  the  trans -Atlantic  route  are 
Herb  Plambeck,  WHO;  Mai  Hansen,  WOW;  John  McDonald,  WSM;  Bob  Miller,  WLW;  Sam 
Schneider,  KV00.   ...  In  London,  Jack  will  look  up  Harry  Hunt  and  Hilary 
Phillips  of  the  BBC  and  settle  this  business  of  "a  short,  sharp  gust  of  Kansas 
wind*'.    After  all,  Jack's  from  Missouri. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.     In  the  '  >6  Outlook  for  Marketings,  released  this  week,  USDA  economists 
forecast  U.S.  farmers  will  produce  and  market  about  as  much  next  year  as  this, 
weather  permitting.    They  expect  consumers  incomes  and  spending  to  continue  high 
next  year. 


RFD  LETTER 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


i  u.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF 


agriculture!    Letter  No.  69C 

November  10,  195^ 


Our  Director  of  Information  L.yle  Webster  it.  at  the  8th  Conference  of 
the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations  in  Borne  this  week 
but  more  from  him  later.  .  .  .  Ass't  Sec'y  Earl  Butz  who  with  Admn.  Ass't 
Sec'y  Ralph  Roberts,  heads  the  U.S.  delegation,  spoke  to  the  Rome  meeting 
Monday  on    The  Years  That  Lie  Ahead".    He  cautioned  that  Agricultural  adjust- 
ment made  by  any  single  nation  can  never  provide  a  lasting  solution  to  world 
supply  problems.    He  suggested  that,  in  planning  technical  assistance  programs, 
FAO  take  into  consideration  the  need  for  continuous^/torldwide  adjustment  of 
production  to  meet  changing  conditions.    He  pointed  out  that  the  U.S.  is 
following  a  three -point  export  policy:     (1)  We  will  compete  fairly  on  the 
world  market;   (2)  we  will  be  competitive  in  quality;   (3)  we  will  participate 
in  a  mutually  profitable  international  trade  that  gives  our  customers  abroad 
the  continuous  opportunity  to  earn  the  foreign  exchange  they  need  to  buy  our 
products.     He  said  we  are  following  this  policy  in  good  faith,  that  it  is  a 
policy  equally  suitable  for  our  world  neighbors. 

Program  for  the  Great  Plains 

USDA  has  moved  ahead  its  soil  survey  work  in  the  Great  Plains  first 
on  the  remainder  of  the  crop  land  in  the  critical  wind  erosion  areas.  SCS 
is  stepping  up  its  on-the-farm  technical  assistance  in  soil  and  water  conserva- 
tion.   The  Agricultural  Conservation  Cost-Sharing  Program  aims  to  bring  about 
the  land  use  adjustments  needed  for  a  long-range  program.     More  flexible 
rates  are  planned.    Credit  programs  are  being  further  developed,  crop  insur- 
ance is  being  further  strengthened,  arrangements  are  being  concluded  for  co-op 
weather  research  with  Land  Grant  Colleges.    The  educational  program  is  being 
expanded  to  keep  farmers  and  ranchers  better  informed  on  problems  and 
suggested  solutions  -  also  city  people. 

Crop  Reporting  Board  Says  - 


In  its  general  crop  report  as  of  November  1  the  USDA  estimates  good 
harvest  progress  nearing  the  end  of  one  of  the  nation's  most  productive  crop 
seasons  on  record.    Considerable  more  cotton  and  rice  and  a  little  more  corn 
sugar  beets,  dry  beans  and  sweet  potatoes  than  a  month  ago.    But  a  little  ' 
less  soybeans,  sorghum  grain,  potatoes,  tobacco,  and  peanuts.     Most  crops 
made  high  yields  to  the  acre.    High  yields  per  acre  more  than  offset  total 
acreage  reductions,  with  surprising  outturns  for  a  number  of  crops.    Hay  and 
roughage  this  year  has  been  ample  to  large. 


TV  Hasn't  Scratched  Yet 


Old  maestro  Mai  Hansen,  who  doubles  in  radio  and  TV  at  WOW  and 
WOW -TV,  Omaha,  thinks  "Television  is  a  tremendous  boon  to  farm  people, 
especially  in  the  winter  months.    It  has  tremendous  entertainment  value. 
Thus  far  the  information  they  obtain  from  TV  is  secondary  to  entertainment 
but  farm  folks  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  more  information  via  television. 
We  are  only  scratching  the  surface  in  using  television  as  an  information 
tool." 

Mai  also  opines,  "The  weather  presents  an  outstanding  example  of 
how  television  has  influenced  farm  people.    Prior  to  TV  we  heard  few  comments 
about  cold  and  warm  fronts  and  high  and  low  pressure  patterns.    Now,  we  know 
that  farm  people,  because  of  the  visual  weather  maps  on  our  farm  programs, 
follow  the  weather  trends  with  greater  understanding." 

"Rural  television  viewers  like  to  see  material  which  depicts  their 
way  of  life.    They  like  to  see  their  neighbors  and  their  neighbors'  livestock 
on  the  screen.    They  like  stories  and  pictures  of  farm  operations  and  farm 
life.    They  like  technical  information  which  will  assist  them  in  making  a 
better  living  from  the  land." 

Soybeans  Break  World  Record 

USDA's  foreign  market  specialists  expect  this  year's  crop  of  soybean 
to  reach  an  all-time  high  -  nearly  764  million  bushels  -  6  percent  more  than 
last  year  and  about  two-thirds  larger  than  average  before  the  war.  Although 
drought  cut  the  crop  expected  earlier  in  the  western  part  of  the  soybelt  in 
the  U.S.,  the  U.S.  accounts  for  two-thirds  of  the  increase  from  '5^,  China- 
Manchuria  about  one -fifth,  and  Japan  most  of  the  remainder.    Japan  had  above- 
average  yields  per  acre  from  a  little  less  land  in  soybeans. 

Loading  Tunnel  Saves  Potatoes 

AMS  Milton  Hoffman  calls  our  attention  to  the  way  Red  River  Valley 
Potato  Growers  and  USDA  and  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  researchers  have 
helped  relieve  a  shipping  problem  in  the  cold  North  Central  States.  They 
have  devised  a  windproof  canvas  tunnel  to  enable  shippers  to  load  potatoes 
from  warehouse  to  refrigerator  car  in  subzero  weather  without  danger  of  frost 
damage.    They  traced  the  main  trouble  to  wind  pulling  the  heat  out  of  the  cars 
In  November  "Marketing  Activities"  the  specialists  show  how  to  make  an  adjust- 
able holding  frame  to  fix  the  tunnel  in  place  in  the  car  door. 

Good  Eating  in  1956 

The  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  specialists  reported  this  week  that 
if  weather  is  up  to  average,  farmers  will  again  grow  large  food  crops  in  1956. 
They  say  large  stocks  of  food  and  feed  from  this  year's  crops  will  be  carried 
over  into  the  new  year.    Plentiful  feed  supplies  and  the  large  number  of  live- 
stock on  farms  will  keep  livestock  producing  at  a  high  rate.    Indications  for 
the  late  fall  and  winter  point  to^larger  supplies  of  pork,  potatoes  and  lard 
than  in  the  same  months  of  the  past  year.    They  expect  somewhat  more  chicken, 
deciduous  fresh  fruits,  important " canned  and  frozen  fruits,  sweet  potatoes, 
dry  beans,  and  rice.    For  most  of  these  lower  prices  will  tend  to  encourage 
some  increase  in  their  use.    On  the  other  hand,  smaller  supplies  and  higher 
prices  seem  likely  for  lamb  and  mutton,  canned  fish,  fresh  oranges,  onions  and 
cabbage . 
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One  Plus  One  is  31  -  and  How .' 

Ali  Baba's  old  magic  words  "Open  Sesame"  are  still  working.  USDA 
researchers  will  report  in  a  few  days  they've  found  what  may  prove  the  way 
to  more  potential  treasure  hidden  in  a  derivitive  of  sesame  seed  oil.  Watch 
for  the  release  telling  about  their  discovery  of  the  chemical  structure  of  a 
synergist  derived  from  sesamolin  that  combines  with  pyrethrum  to  make  that 
safe-f or-humans  insecticide  31  times  more  effective  against  insects.  Pyrethrum 
itself  is  obtained  from  the  dried  flowers  of  a  small  cousin  of  our  "big 
football -game  chrysanthemum.    By  definition,  a  synergist  seems  to  upset  the 
notion  that  two  plus  two  always  makes  four. 

RFD  Marketeer  Extraordinary 

Looking  for  the  story  behind  the  story  of  the  new  wholesale  food 
market  which  opened  for  business  in  Raleigh,  N,  C,  a  few  weeks  ago,  we  ran 
across  the  name  of  RFD  Bob  Martin,  ¥PTF,  Raleigh,     He  was  the  spark-plug 
behind  the  idea  and  is  now  President  and  Gen'l  Mgr.  of  this  first  market  of 
its  kind  in  N.C.    Before  that  he  managed  the  new  Columbia  State  Farmers  Market 
at  Columbia,  S.C.     In  fact,  he's  the  market  managing-est  I'JFD  we've  ever  heard 
about.    He  was  F^rm  Editor  of  the  "Greenville  News"  and  RFD  for  WFBC  and  built 
and  managed  the  $250,000  County  Farmers'  Market  at  Greenville,  S.C.    He  grew 
up  on  a  farm  near  Clemson,  taught  vo,  ag.  for  eight  years,  and  was  Extension 
Marketing  Specialist  for  Clemson  for  two  years.    For  the  story  of  the  "New 
Market  Opens  in  Raleigh"  see  Nov.  "Marketing  Activities".     The  story  of  RFD 
Bob  Martin  is  still  in  the  writing. 

Forest  First  on  Water  Management 

Next  week,  November  lU-19,  at  Denver,  Forest  Service  will  hold  the 
first  national  meeting  of  watershed  technicians  it  has  ever  held.  Other 
land  and  water  specialists  and  administrators  of  the  Department  will  take 
part.     The  conferees  aim  to  iron  out  conflicts  between  timber,  recreation, 
grazing,  and  water  interests  and  develop  plans  for  better  management  of  the 
many  uses  of  the  forests.     The  USDA  experts  think  management  of  forest  and 
range  lands  can  be  improved  to  produce  more  top-quality  water.  Eighteen 
hundred  towns  and  cities,  thousands  of  industrial  plants,  600  power  develop- 
ments, and  more  than  13  million  acres  of  irrigated  land  get  all  or  part  of 
their  water  from  the  national  forests.    With  each  man,  woman,  and  child 
using  9,000  gallons  of  water  a  year  and  population  increasing  fast,  water, 
east  and  west,  is  becoming  something  to  worry  about. 

New  Problems  in  Fight  on  Insects 

November  28 -December  1  at  Cincinnati,  the  Entomological  Society  of 
America  holds  its  annual  confab.    Many  USDA  researchers  will  report  to  that 
meeting  on  new  insect  problems  and  new  insect  research.     Need  for  more  forage 
and  grassland  insect  investigations  will  be  stressed.    Also  the  growing 
importance  of  nematodes  in  agriculture.    Use  of  granulated  insecticides  against 
corn  borers,  soluble  insecticides  in  irrigation  water  to  kill  mosquitoes,  new 
insecticides  in  self-feeders  to  bait  flies,  nematode  parasites  to  control 
coddling  moths,  the  new  alfalfa  aphid  problem  in  the  west  and  southwest,  and 
many  others,  will  get  attention. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Nov.  19 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:11  to  9:30  p.m..  EST. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.     Features:     IFYE  'boys  and  girls  just  hack  from 
summer  work  on  farms  in  Europe  and  Asia;  and  "Cutting  Poultry  Production 
Costs"  with  John  Taylor,  Ext.  Poultry  Specialist,  Butgers  University. 

NBC  F ,rm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST,  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  Eastern  National  Livestock  Show  at 
Timonium,  Maryland,  with  Conway  Bob ins on,  WBAL,  Baltimore;  and  Special 
Thanksgiving  highlights  from  WBZ  on  American  Indian  contribution  to  survival 
of  Plymouth  Colony, 

CCBS  Agriculture  USA,  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    Ext.  Bryan  Phifer 
on  Badio  and  TV  farm  and  hone  programs  in  Alaska. 

December  Dates  for  Flentiful  Foods 

USDA  will  give  extra  emphasis  to  Beef  in  its  press,  radio  and  TV 

releases  issued  for  use  during  the  period  Nov.  28  to  Dec,  h   

Sweetpotatoes  get  similar  treatment  Dec.  ^  to  11.   .   .   .  And  the  feature  of 
the  month  will  include  tasty  pork  sausage  or  bacon  to  bring  the  family  running 
to  the  breakfast  table,  as  well  a3  other  Pork  items  for  other  meals  Dec.  12  to 
l8„   .   .   .   .  Carefully  graded  better  quality  Potatoes  will  get  the  center  of 
attention  Dec.  19  to  2J}.   ...   .  and  Grapefruit  will  provide  holiday  dessert 
and  fresh  fruit  salad  Dec,  26  to  Jan.  1.     Since  grapes  and  winter  pears  are 
also  plentiful,  the  specialists  suggest  grapefruit  with  pears  and  grapes  for 
salad.     Other  December  plentifuls  will  be  turkeys  and  cranberries,  broilers 
and  fiyers,  lard,  vegetable ■    fats  and  oils,  canned  tuna,  and  dairy  products. 
Yes,  and  Dates  themselves. 

FAS  Girdles  Earth  in  Hour- 


Yesterday  in  our  "Know  Your  USDA"  visual  lecture  series,  Admn. 
Gwynn  Garnett,  FAS,  narrated  a  rapid  review  of  the  services  performed  by  "the 
eyes,  ears  and  voice  of  American  Agriculture  Abroad.     Teamed  up  with  him  was 
a  Maryland  farmer,  Bobert  Miller.    Costumed  usherettes  representing  different 
nations  added  an  extra  eye -filling  feature.    By  f lannelgraph,  Henry  Hopp 
showed  the  agricultural  export  barometer  registering  the  importance  of  export 
sales  to  U.S.  farmers.     On  a  giant  map,  Horace  Bolster  located  our  agricultural 
attaches  in  Europe  and  elsewhere.    Clarence  Pike  and  Clarence  Bskildsen  used 
colored  slides  to  show  our  ways  of  doing  business  with  the  Far  East.  Kathryn 
Wylie  and  Buss  Strobel,  with  f lannelgraph  and  live  ^demonstration  showed  how 
we  are  boosting  business  with  Latin  America  with  new  products,  such  as  improved, 
dried  milk  shipped  from  here  abroad  and  reconstituted  into  a  delicious  beverage 
in  the  other  countries. 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Badio  and  Television  Service 


P.S.    Chief  Layne  Beaty  is  conferring  in  the  Northeast.    Back  Monday. 


RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm.  Director: 


bo    *  1 

L  S;  DEPARTMENT  OFWiWCUU^  November  18,  195! 
Lll—  —  Letter  No.  691 


Today  A  MS  issued  its  Demand  and  Price  Outlook  for  '56.     In  it,  the 
Department  economists  predicted  continued  strong  demand  for  farm  products  in 
the  coming  year.     They  also  forecast  large  supplies.     They  pointed  out  that 
much  of  this  year's  crop  output  will  he  marketed  in  '56.     And  carryover 
stocks  are  large  for  wheat,  rice,  corn  and  other  feed  grains,  cotton,  fats 
and  oils,  and  tobacco.    With  average  growing  conditions,  they  figured  crop 
production  next  year  may  not  equal  the  record  output  this  year.  Average 
yields  on  the  prospective  restricted  acreage  would  result  in  smaller  crops. 
They  considered  it  likely  that  foreign  takings  of  U.S.  farm  products,  which 
increased  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  would  maintain  their  improved  level. 

Price -wise,  they  said,  farmers  might  take  in  as  much  or  more  cash 
from  livestock  as  this  year,  if  they  halt  expansion  of  hog  raising.    On  the 
other  hand,  crop  prices  may  average  lower,  reflecting  the  big  supplies. 
Production  costs  continue  high,  but  feed  costs  that  bulk  big  in  farmers1 
expenses  will  probably  be  less  in  '56. 


Some  Other  Developments  of  the  Week 


Under  the  recently -announced  pork  buying  program,  the  Department 
today  reported  buying  642,000  pounds  of  canned  pork  products  -  delivery  to 
begin  in  mid-December  and  run  through  first  part  of  January.     Next  offers  to 
sell  pork  to  USDA  are  due  Monday.   .   .   .  AMS  announced  this  week  that  if  pre- 
liminary indications  are  borne  out  the  year  1955  will  show  the  largest  gain 
in  sales  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  since  the  war  year  19^5 •   ...  As  part  of 
its  overall  program  to  help  develop  new  markets  abroad  for  UeS.  farm  products, 
USDA  has  entered  into  a  3 -year  agreement  to  sell  CCC-owned  butter  and  nonfat 
dry  milk  solids  at  reduced  prices  to  companies  that  will  set  up  milk  combining 
operation  in  Thailand  


Turkey  Advisers  Urge  Caution 


In  light  of  the  recent  survey  that  showed  farmers  upping  their  plans 
for  heavy  breed  turkey  hens  next  year,  the  Turkey  Advisory  Committee  meeting 
here  this  afternoon  suggested  growers  keeping  breeders  should  be  sure  of  a 
market  for  the  turkey  eggs,  that  hatcheries  set  on  orders  only,  that  breeders 
be  carefully  selected,  so  that  there  won't  be  more  than  this  year,  with  the 
Christmas  market  in  mind  for  those  in  excess.    Also  that  export  markets  should 
be  developed. 


C 


Families  Follow  Livestock  on  TV 

On  the  wide j  wide  subject  of  market  news  on  IV,  Harold  (Smitty) 
Schmitz,  KFEQ-TV ,  St.  Joseph,  comments  "The  Commission  men  at  the  St.  Joseph 
stockyards  say  that  since  we  started  taking  pictures  (still  and  moving)  at 
the  yards,  more  families  (women  and  children)  come  in  with  their  livestock. 
In  fact,  some  mornings  the  shippers  are  waiting  for  the  cameraman  to  show 
up  to  get  their  picture  taken  for  TV."  .....  Smitty  gees  on  to  reveal  that 
"TV  has  lengthened  the  evening  hours  for  most  farm  folks,  especially  older 
ones.     Lights  "burn  longer  at  night  "because  of  television"  ....  From 
inquiries  which  come  to  him,  Smitty  gets  the  idea  that  farm  folks  want  to 
see  the   'how  to  do  it'  type  of  show,  but  the  most  important  points  to  get 
across  are  'why  do  it  this  way?'    'How  can  it  make  me  money?  etc.' 

' Vat e  r .  wat e  r ,  e ve rywhe  re , 
And  all  the  "boards  did  shrink"- 

But  the  Ancient  Mariner  wasn't  thinking  about  Water  Control  Boards  - 
they  may  have  to  expand.     In  the  early  days,  settlers  followed  the  water- 
courses.   Farmers  found  good  springs  or  dug  wells  to  fresh  water.  Later, 
irrigation  made  the  desert  flourish  and  blossom  as  the  rose.     Now  irrigation 
already  takes  half  the  water  used  in  the  U.S.  and  is  spreading  in  the  east. 
We  used  to  dump  industrial  waste  and  city  sewage  into  our  clean  streams  and 
trusted  dilution  to  take  care  of  pollution  -  even  the  fishes  didn't  object 
too  much.    But  our  population  is  growing  fast.     More  people  and  more  industries 
are  competing  for  water.     Our  Revolutionary  ancestors  tried  to  get  salt  out 
of  the  water  to  use  the  salt.    Wow  we  are  trying  to  get  salt  out  of  the  water 
to  use  the  water.     Our  population  is  growing  fast.     Mere  people  and  more 
industries  are  having  to  re -use  water.    All  of  which  means  problems  ahead 
for  farmers  and  city  folks  and  KFDs  and  other  broadcasters.     'Water"  the 
USDA  1955  Yearbook  of  Agriculture,  out  this  week,  calls  attention  to  these 
and  other  trends  in  water  use. 

BFD's  Granddaddy  Celebrates 

May  19  next  year,  the  friends  of  KDKA  will  celebrate  the  35th 
anniversary  of  the  world's  first  farm  program,  which  went  on  the  air  May  19, 
19£1.     If  we  have  our  figures  right,  Frank  Mullen  was  then  in  the  spot  now 
occupied  by  PFD  Bert  Hutchison.    What  brought  to  mind  this  coming  event  was 
the  LUth  Annual  KDKA  Farm  Radio  Conference  at  which  KDKA  celebrated  its  35th 
anniversary  as  a  station  and  at  which  our  own  USDA  Ext.  Lester  Schlup  was 
guest  speaker  early  this  month.    KDKA  has  had  farm  programming  continuously 
since  May  19th  of  its  first  year. 

This  is  the  '56  Outlook  for  Poultrymen 

Poultry  farmers  now  seem  likely  to  produce  more  eggs,  chickens,  and 
turkeys  next  year  than  this  year.     The  USDA  Outlook  Board  sees  little  net 
change  in  demand,  but  although  demand  for  poultry  products  will  run  no  stronger, 
feed  supplies,  the  poultryman's  biggest  cost  item,  are  expected  to  be  cheaper 
most  of  '56.     Supplies  of  red  meat  which  compete  with  poultry  will  likely 
prove  large  and  prices  lower.     So  to  sell  readily,  poultry  may  have  to  be 
even  more  attractively  priced  compared  with  beef  and  pork.    Also  springtime 
egg  prices  may  need  an  even  wider  margin  than  this  year  between  them  and 
prospective  fall  prices  to  be  attractive  to  storers  and  speculators.  The 
Board  notes  a  steady  growth  in  the  use  of  Federal  grades  for  poultry  and  eggt. . 
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The  Long  Way  Around 

Bob  Sinraion3,  Maes.  Ext.  Comnuni  cat  ions  tells  us  "A  gentleman  from 
Lynnfield,  Mass.,  saw  a  leaflet  offered  on  WBZ-TV,  Boston,  which  he  hoped 
would  answer  some  lawn  problems  of  his.    Be  wrote  the  station  telling  them 
the  time  of  day  when  he  believed  the  program  was  on.    The  station  wrote  back 
that  they  were  network  with  'Mr.  Wizard'  at  that  time,  and  perhaps  BE  could 
answer  the  request.    Whereupon  the  information  seeker  (he  really  wanted  to 
cover  those  bare  spots)  wrote  Mr.  Wizard  at  NBC  in  New  York,  who  passed  it 
along  to  the  NBC  Information  Service,  who  passed  it  to  Phil  Alampi  at  WKCA, 
who  shipped  it  to  me.     I  sent  it  across  campus  to  Al  Boicourt,  our  Ext. 
Horticulturist.    Hope  Al  doesn't  advise  the  poor  guy  to  write  someone  else." 

Five -Year  Meat  Animal  Outlook 

As  you  may  have  noticed  in  Monday's  '56  Outlook  Issue  of  the  USDA 
Livestock  and  Meat  Situation,  meat  animals  in  future  years  will  hold  a  very 
strong  and  probably  an  increasing  position  in  U.S.  agriculture.    About  i960 
meat  animal  production  will  be  large,  and  their  prices,  while  not  unusually 
high,  will  compare  favorably  with  prices  for  other  farm  products „  Meat 
animals  will  likely  contribute  a  rising  proportion  of  the  total  income  of 
farmers.    The  Department  economists  base  these  prospects  on  high  employment 
and  incomes  and  fairly  large  spending  for  meat.    Judging  by  the  past  hO  years, 
they  figure  demand  for  beef  will  prove  stronger  than  that  for  pork. 

Across  the  Green  Mountain  Fence 

The  enviable  position  of  being  able  to  cover  most  of  the  state 
with  one  TV  station  belongs  to  Lloyd  Williams,  Ext.  radio  &  TV  at  the 
University  of  Vermont.     Using  WCAX -TV ,  Burlington,  for  his  daily  noontime 
quarter  hour,  he  hits  all  of  Vermont  except  a  strip  in  the  south,  plus  parts 
of  New  York,  New  Hampshire  and  Canada.     "Across  the  Fence"  is  the  show's  name. 
After  nearly  a  year  now,  Lloyd  has  lost  all  self -consciousness  about  escorting 
livestock  through  the  station's  offices  into  the  studio.     Incidentally,  that 
U.V.M.  one  sees  all  over  Vermont,  stands  for  the  Universite  de  Ver  Mont, 
French  for  "Green  Mountain".    Remember  your  history  lessons  about  Ethan  Allen? 

Progress  on  New  Family  Farms  Programs 

In  opening  a  panel  discussion  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association  of 
L„nd  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities,  at  East  Lansing,  Michigan,  this  week, 
Under  Secretary  True  Morse  reported  the  Department  is  continuing  its  search 
for  ways  to  improve  all  our  farm  programs  (not  radio  and  TV).    He  urged 
farmers  from  all  across  the  nation  to  send  in  their  recommendations.    He  said 
that  the  enlarged  program  of  soil  conservation  and  incentive  payments,  which 
Secretary  Benson  announced  would  be  used  to  divert  cropland  into  grass,  trees 
and  forage,  particularly  in  drought  areas,  will  play  a  major  role  in  both  the 
Rural  Development  and  Great  Plains  programs.     On  the  Rural  Development  program, 
the  Under  Secretary  noted  widespread  interest,  with  27  states  having  reported 
long-term  rural  development  type  work  or  plans  for  special  programs.    A  total 
of  17  pilot  counties  have  been  designated  in  8  states.    And  9  more  states  are 
planning  to  identify  areas  for  pilot  programs.    He  said  this  is  clearly  a 
program  to  benefit  primarily  the  family-type  farms.     It  will  emphasize  the 
farm  families,  with  the  children  and  young  people. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Nov.  26 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p,m„  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Toners .    Features:    Import  from  annual  meeting  of 
National  Grange  by  Roy  Battles;  and  k-E  Club  Congress  in  Chicago.  ' 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    Previews  of  National  k-E 
Congress  and  National  Livestock  Exposition  in  Chicago. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA",  with  Layne  Beaty.     Features:  Under  Secretary 
True  D0  Morse  on  "Progress  in  the  Rural  Development  Program". 

Tape  on  New  Cattle  Diseases 

NATRFD  Prexy  Frank  Atwood  tells  us  Norman  Kraeft,  WGN.  represented 
him  at  the  recent  USDA  conference  in  Chicago  on  new  cattle  diseases.  They 
call  that  disease,  or  those  diseases,  "by  different  names  in  different  states, 
hut  Norman  got  a  good  interview  about  it  and/or  them  with  Dr.  H,  P.  Pri chard 
of  Indiana  and  Dr.  Rue  Jensen  of  Colorado.    We  now  have  the  tape  and  would 
he  glad  to  dub  a  copy  for  any  of  you  who  may  want  to  use  it.    It  runs  ik 
minutes  15  seconds,  and  you  can  use  all  or  just  sections  out  of  it.  Send 
us  in  a  "blank  tape  if  you  want  a  copy. 

May  Tape  Electricity  Use  Abroad 

REA  Admn.  Ancher  Nelsen  is  heading  out  for  Geneva  to  swap  ideas  about 
rural  electrification  with  European  experts.    He  goes  as  U.S.  delegate  to 
the  Electric  Power  Committee  of  the  UN  Economic  Commission  for  Europe,  which 
meets  November  28.    He  will  also  visit  rural  electrification  installations 
in  Austria  on  a  field  trip  sponsored  by  the  Austrian  government.    He  will 
undoubtedly  bring  back  information  about  the  extent  and  use  of  electricity 
on  farms  in  other  countries,  and  we  hope  to  have  a  report  on  tape  for  you. 
More  about  this  later, 

TV  Helps  Clean  Camp 

Based  on  reports  from  252  TV"  stations,  Ted  Pettit,  Conservation 
Director ,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  estimates  the  two  1953  one -minute  Bey  Scout 
conservation  TV  trailers  prepared  by  USDA  Forest  Service  and  Motion  Picture 
Service  have  been  shown  over  5; 300  times  each.    These  trailers  are  "Let's 
Leave  a  Clean  Camp",  and  "Careful  Woodsmen".     Ted  computes  each  film's  showing 
amounted  to  at  least  $486,000  worth  of  station  time.     In  10  cities  with 
largest  potential  audience  use  averaged  ten  times  per  film  per  city,  Smaller 
stations  reported  more  use.     Stations  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii  above  average  use. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  ' 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U 


)ear  Farm  Director 


VS.  Dfrp^me^fcaf^grldHure 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


November  25,  1955 
Letter  No.  592 


By  the  time  you  get  this , ,  you  may  already,  have  talked  with  our  Chief 
Layne  Beaty.    At  this  writing  he  is  in  Chicago  for  the  NATRFD  meeting.  He 
plans  to  he  hack  here  on  the  job  early  next  week.     Jules  Renaud  of  this  office, 
went  out  last  night,  to  take  in  as  much  of  that  big  three -ring  circus;  NATRFD 


meet,  k-TL  Club 


International  Livestock  Exposition,  and  assorted  side- 


shows; as  time  and  human  endurance  will  permit. 

Just  before  Thanksgiving,  Secretary  Benson,  talking  to  the  National 
Grange  Convention,  at  Cleveland,  declared  we  are  meeting  our  problems  one  by 
one,  on  a  commodity  by  commodity  basis.    He  cited  progress  made  in  beef,  dairy, 
and  egg  situation;  and  also  reported  over  a  billion  pounds  of  our  abundant 
supplies  of  foodstuffs  shared  during  the  past  fiscal  year  with  children  and 
others  both  here  and  abroad.   .   ,   .  Later,  speaking  to  the  Farmers  Club  of  the 
Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Secretary  pointed  out  that  a  storage  bin  is 
not  a  customer.     There  is  no  satisfactory  substitute  for  markets.    He  said  it 
is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  total  agricultural  production  must  be 
brought  more  closely  into  balance  with  demand.    He  revealed  that  he  had  recently 
discussed  with  the  President  new  proposals  aimed  at  helping  farmers  to  share 
more  fully  in  our  national  prosperity.     He  again  outlined  six  new  steps  to 
broaden  the  present  program. 


Taped  Farm  Representative  Abroad 


Jack  Towers  has  a  tape  just  in  from  Rome  .   .  .  with  5  min.  chat 
between  Ass't  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  Earl  Butz  and  Raymond  Ogg,  ag.  attache  to 
our  embassy  at  Rome,  telling  about  the  latter' s  work  representing  ILS.  farmers 
abroad „    We  are  sending  it  to  several  RFDs  who  have  expressed  interest  in  tapes 
from  abroad.     If  you  want  this  one,  shoot  us  a  tape  and  we'll  send  you  a  copy 
right  away. 


U.S.  Milk  to  Fair  Visitors 


Starting  today  and  running  through  Dec.  11,  visitors  at  the  Inter- 
national Industries  Fair  at  Bogota,  Colombia,  are  getting  samples  of  recombined 
milk  and  ice  cream  made  from  prepared  mixes  of  U.S.  dry  milk  and  butter  oil. 
Also  samples  of  cookie  and  cake  mixes,  and  other  products.     These  distributions 
are  part  of  the  first  U.S.  government -sponsored  exhibits  of  U.S.  farm  products 
ever  shown  at  a  fair  in  Latin  America.    USDA,  the  Dept.  of  Commerce,  and  private 
industries  are  cooperating  in  these  promotional  displays. 
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Radio    Youth,  Cattle  and  Weather 

Another  outstanding  promotion  gimmick  is  the  monthly  news  letter 
{k  pages)  which  Frank  Atwood,   (WTIC,  Hartford)  gets  out  for  about  300 
youngsters  in  Connecticut  and  western  Massachusetts  who  have  "borrowed  money 
from  WTIC  in  the  past  five  years  for  purchase  of  purebred  calves.     This  WTIC 
Farm  Youth  program  which  Frank  started  in  19^8  has  done  a  great  deal  to  help 
start  young  fellows  on  the  road  to  sound  dairy  and  "beef  production  (mostly 
dairy,  though).    The  station  put  up  a  $25,000  revolving  fund  for  the  purpose. 
It  accomodates  about  50  kids  per  year.    The  loans  run  for  two  years  and  draw 
no  interest  at  all.    The  young  "borrowers  must  "be  12  years  or  older.  Loans 
are  passed  upon  by  a  30-Bian  committee  representing  k-R}  FFA  and  breed  associa- 
tions in  Conn,  and  Mass.     The  Hews  Letter  has  items  mostly  about  young  winners 
of  various  WTIC  contests  (trips  to  FFA  and  k-R  national  conclaves,  prize 
calves,  etc. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  Frank's  station  may  be  the  only  one  in  the 
country  with  its  own  weather  station.     The  insurance  company  which  owns  WTIC 
recently  constructed,  equipped  and  staffed  its  own  weather  bureau,  to  serve 
the  Hartford  area.    Frank,  of  course,  is  president  of  NATRFD  this  year. 

FAS  Along  the  Milky  Way 

This  week  our  USDA  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  reported  several 
developments  toward  using  more  milk  in  other  countries.     In  San  Salvador  in 
the  central  American  republic  of  El  Salvador,  a  company  has  been  set  up  to 
recombine  modified  milk  from  powdered  milk  from  California.    The  milk  it  sells 
to  local  customers  will  be  made  in  U.S.  machinery  and  marketed  in  Canadian 
cartons.  ...  A  dairy  plant  in  Liverpool,  England  is  pasteurizing  milk  and 
flying  it  to  West  Africa.   .   .   .  This  past  summer  a  private  plant  at  Kilmannock, 
Scotland  started  a  "Mi lk- in- the -Mine s "  program  and  in  six  weeks  time  sharply 
boosted  use  of  milk  by  English  mines.  .  .  .  Under  the  Colombo  plan,  Australia 
will  send  to  Singapore  a  milk  reconstitution  plant  that  can  turn  out  more 
than  1,000  gallons  of  milk  an  hour.  .  .  and  the  first  shipment  of  a  half 
million  dollars  worth  of  dairy  equipment  from  New  Zealand  has  arrived  in 
Bombay,  India. 

Extension's  KAVEman  Farm  Program 

When  KAVE  opened  up  at  Carlsbad,  K.M. ,  back  in  the  twenties,  the  local 
county  agricultural  agent  saw  possibilities  in  these  newfangled  doings  and 
snapped  up  a  chance  to  go  on  the  air  regularly  with  farm  information.  Cecil 
Herrell,  W.M.  Ext.  Ed.,  reports  that  the  current  County  Agent  there,  Dick 
Marek    now  has  the  half  hour  spot  at  6:^+5  a.m.  Tuesdays,  and  that  for  the 
past  ten  years  the  time  has  been  bought  by  a  commercial  (potash)  firm  and 
made  available  to  Extension. 

New  Cotton  Carpet  Cleaner 

As  part  of  the  USDA  search  for  new  uses  for  cotton,  contract  researchers 
under  supervision  of  Southern  Eesearch  Branch,  have  now  developed  a  new  process 
for  cleaning  wall-to-wall  cotton  carpet  in  the  home.    The  specialists  say 
the  new  method  restores  heavily  soiled,  installed  cotton  carpets  to  bright 
shades  at  a  single  call  and  leaves  a  cleaner  and  drier  carpet  than  methods 
now  in  use.     Plenty  of  fresh  clean  suds  are  worked  through  the  carpet  pile 
and  then  sucked  up  through  a  vacuum  nozzle  which  removes  both  suds  and  soil. 
The  new  cleaning  machine  is  expected  to  go  into  commercial  production  in  the 
near  future. 
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Be cord  Feed  Grain  Supplies 

This  winter  livestock  feed  will  total  more  and  more  per  animal,  than 
ever  "before,    USDA's  Outlook  Board  announced  Wednesday  a  record  supply  of 
feed  grains  and  other  concentrates  of  197  million  tons  for  the  season  ahead. 
Board  specialists  reported  the  "big  feed  supplies  this  year  due  to  record 
carryover  stocks,  large  feed  grain  acreage,  and  a  generally  favorable  growing 
season.    Although  the  livestock  population  is  growing,  they  said  the 
prospective  supply  per  animal  unit  is  7  percent  larger  than  last  year  and  a 
little  above  the  previous  high.     They  also  noted  that  supplies  of  feed  grains 
are  much  better  distributed  over  the  country  this  year  than  in  the  past  2  or 
3  years.    Supplies  of  high-protein  feeds  and  hay  are  also  a  little  larger  than 
last  year.    Enough  hay  for  livestock  on  farms  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
country.    They  expect  feed  prices  to  average  lower  than  a  year  ago. 

With  our  Ever -Active  RFDs 

Wally  Wagoner,  formerly  with  WKBW,  Buffalo,  is  now  on  his  new  job  as 
RED  for  WROW,  Albany,  N.,  Y.,  and  organizing  eight  or  ten  counties  to  take 
part  in  his  early  morning  show  between  six  and  seven.    Later  on  he  plans  to 
do  some  farm  TV  shows  with  accent  on  various  youth  programs.   ,   .   .  From  Wes 
Seyler  we  have  a  copy  of  Kansas  Farm  Notes,  prepared  by  the  WLBW-WLBW-TV  Farm 
Department,  and  decorated  with  likenesses  of  Wee,  Wilbur,  and  Dick  on  the 
masthead.    Wes  tells  us  this  new  service  was  started  by  his  department  a  few 
weeks  ago  to  establish  actual  facts  about  Kansas  agriculture  in  the  minds  of 
time  buyers  and  agency  people. 

Dairy  Outlook  for  '^6  and  Later 

Monday  our  Outlook  Board  issued  its  '56  outlook  on  dairy  farming.  The 
Board  members  think  milk  production  may  reach  a  new  high  in  '56  of  between 
126  to  127  billion  pounds,  compared  with  the  record  of  12h^  billion  expected 
this  year.    They  expect  cash  receipts  from  dairy  products  to  increase 
moderately,  and  they  estimate  that  with  feed  costs  loirer,  dairy  farmers  may 
net  a  little  more  in  '56  than  in  any  of  the  past  3  years.   .   .  They  note  that 
in  the  last  ten  years  the  number  of  farms  selling  milk  went  down,  but  the 
number  of  cows  per  farm  and  average  production  per  cow  went  up  so  that  sales 
of  milk  per  farm  more  than  offset  the  reduction  in  number  of  farms.  They 
credit  increases  to  better  cows,  better  feeding,  and  better  management,  and 
figure  these  trends  will  continue  in  the  next  ten  years. 

New  Tobacco,  Grass,  and  Soybean  Research 

In  the  past  few  days,  USDA  researchers  announced  all  fertilizer  studies 
with  grass  reaffirm  that  farmers  can't  afford  not  to  fertilize.    For  example, 
they  cited  the  new  Suwannee  Bermuda  that  grows  on  deep  sand  in  the  southeast. 
With  50  pounds  of  nitrogen  or  lees  a  year,  Suwannee  yields  10  to  20  percent 
more  than  its  nearest  competing  variety.   .  .   .  USDA  and  N.  C.  Experiment  Station 
announced  a  new  variety  of  flue -cured  tobacco  -  Dixie  Bright  2kh  -  that  is 
highly  resistant  to  fusarium  and  bacterial  wilt,  and  moderately  resistant  to 
black  shank.   .   .   .  Regulatory  officials,  plant  pathologists,  and  agronomists 
have  been  asked  to  report  any  unexplained  damage  to  soybean  plantings.  A 
search  for  a  new-found  soybean  pest  is  now  under  way  in  Ncrth  Carolina.  It 
is  the  soybean  cyst  nematode,  which  when  present  in  large  numbers  causes 
dvarfing  and  yellowing  of  soybean  plants. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Dec.  3 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:3C  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.     Features:  Top  Winners  from  International 
Livestock  Show;  and  Review  of  National  h-E  Club  Congress. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST,     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  k-E  Club  Congress  Highlights;  and 
Highlights  of  International  Livestock  Show,  with  Dix  Harper,  WIS. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:    Report  from 
h-E  Club  Congress, 

Green  Mountain  Boys  Tide  Again 

Before  taking  off  for  Chicago,  Chief  Beaty  handed  us  this  contribution 
to  history:     "Hell  hath  no  fury  like  a  college  alumnus  in  a  situation  like  this. 
Having  read  studiously  every  word  of  our  reference  in  last  week's  Letter  about 
the  so-called  French  name  of  the  University  of  Vermont  (U.V.M. )  old  grad  Frank 
Atwood,  now  a  leading  citizen  of  Connecticut,  beams  a  blow  torch  in  our  direction. 
Whereas  we  had  tried  to  explain  the  commonly  used  initials  U.v\M„  in  terms  of 
fractured  French,  Frank  pulls  his  Latin  on  us  and  says  it's  "Universitas  Viridi 
Montanae  (et  Collegique  Agriculturae )  and  volunteers  to  prove  it  by  digging  out 
his  old  diploma  -  which  he  probably  hasn't  seen  in  20  years.    We  know,  of  course, 
that  it  was  Ethan  Allen's  brother,  Ira,  who  founded  U.V.M. ,  but  it  was  Ethan  and 
his  'Green  Mountain  Boys'  about  whom  we  read  in  grade  school  American  history. 
Frank  contends  that  'the  only  Frenchman  who  had  anything  to  do  with  UVM  was  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  who  stage -coached  to  Burlington  some  years  later  to  lay 
the  cornerstone  of  the  Old  Mill  (the  principal  classroom  building  where  they 
ground  out  scholars,  and  still  do)',  thereby  probably  giving  rise  to  the  line 
'Lafayette,  we  are  here',. 

"Oddly  enough,  we  got  our  original  information  from  a  Connecticut  native 
transplanted  to  Vermont.     That  ends  the  history  lesson  for  today." 

Watch  for  Farmers  Tax  Guide 

Ext.  Economist  E.  A.  Johnson  tells  us  the  Extension  folks  will  have  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service ' s  "Farmers '  Tax  Guide  for  1955"  out  to  County  Agents 
by  Dec  5-     It  explains  the  income  tax  rules  which  apply  especially  to  farmers 
and  shows  some  sample  records  and  filled-in  tax  return  form  for  reporting  income 
and  self -employment  taxes.    This  is  the  first  year  of  farmer  participation  in 
social  security  and  many  low  income  farmers  will  be  filing  income  returns  for 
the  first  time  -  Extension  thinks  it  will  be  a  real  service  to  call  farmers' 
attention  to  this  Guide  about  the  middle  of  December  and  again  about  the  5"th  of 
J  anuary . 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
P.S.    Congratulations  to  KMMJ,  Farm  and  Home  Radio,  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  which 
celebrates  its  ^Qth  year  of  broadcasting  activities  Nov.  28,  1955-    Also  Congrats 
to  George  Kister.    He's  been  with  KMMJ  28  of  those  years. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Offi 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

ce  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

I  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Letter  Wo.  690 
November  10,  1955 


,v    a.    *      *  Director  of  Information  Lyle  Webster  is  at  the  8th  Conference  of 
the  Food  ana  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  UnTted  Nations  in  Eome  this  week 
but  more  from  him  later.   .   .   .  Ass't  Sec'y  Earl  Butz  who  with  Admn.  Ass't 
^Qjlph  Boperts,  heads  the  U.S.  delegation,  spoke  to  the  Rome  meeting 
Monday  on    The  Years  That  Lie  Ahead".     He  cautioned  that  agricultural  adjust- 
ment made  by  any  single  nation  can  never  provide  a  lasting  solution  to  world 

?anPtLPr ?  H?  SUggested  that>  in  Planning  technical  assistance  programs, 

FAO  take  into  consideration  the  need  for  continuous  worldwide  adjustment  of 
production  to  meet  changing  conditions.     He  pointed  out  that  the  U  S  is 

wniiHWlnSva+tlT^"POint  6XPOrt  POllGy:     (1)  We  wil1  comPete  fairly'on  the 
In  a  ,S TlV   {  )Jt  r!11  ^  C0^titive  I"  Wlltyj   (3)  we  will  participate 
in  a  mutually  profitable  international  trade  that  gives  our  customers  abroad 

produc^^T8  °Pf rtUnity  t0  earn  the  f0reisn  eXChange  the^  need  t0  *W  our 

n     ??  Said  we  ar*  Allowing  this  policy  in  good  faith,  that  it  is  a 
policy  equally  suitable  for  our  world  neighbors. 

Program  for  the  Great  Plains 

™  USDA  has  moved  ahead  its  soil  survey  work  in  the  Great  Plains  first 

Is  "tIJemainde^°f         °r0P  laM  in  the  Critical  »ind  erosion  areas.  SOS 
i  on    P?h^ri  "lt°n1hrfarm  teChnlCal  assist—  in  soil  and  water  conserva- 
t£ iand  lABJi    I      +  Conservation  Cost-Sharing  Program  aims  to  bring  about 
rates  are  Il.TJT    r    IT ^  *  lo^~^  Program.     More  flexible 
ance  is  LtTT  I*       1^  are  further  developed,  crop  insur- 

veather  5S2«5^S  £7?*?  n>  are  being  concluded  for  co-op 

T^ZrS  /!    f  h  Lani  Grant  Colleges.    The  educational  program  is  beinc 

St  s?:?  f™  ^  ranCherS  tetter  in^™ed  on  problemfld 
suggested  solutions  -  also  city  people. 

Crop  Reporting  Board  Says  - 

harvest  vl^llL^™1  ^  rePOrt  &S  °f  Novemter  1  the  USDA  estimates  good 
^llZll  prosres^nearin6  ^e  end  of  one  of  the  nation's  most  productive  crop 
t  °?  Con£iderable  *ore  cotton  and  rice  and  a  little  more  corn 

sugar  beets,  dry  beans  and  sweet  potatoes  than  a  month  ago.    But  a  Uttle  ' 


TV  Hasn't  Scratched  Yet 


Old  maestro  Mai  Hansen,  who  doubles  in  radio  and  TV  at  WOW  and 
WOW -TV,  Omaha,  thinks  "^Television  is  a  tremendous  boon  to  farm  people, 
especially  in  the  winter  months.     It  has  tremendous  entertainment  value. 
Thus  far  the  information  they  obtain  from  TV  is  secondary  to  entertainment 
but  farm  folks  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  more  information  via  television. 
We  are  only  scratching  the  surface  in  using  television  as  an  information 
tool , " 

Mai  also  opines,   "The  weather  presents  an  outstanding  example  of 
how  television  has  influenced  farm  people.     Prior  to  TV  we  heard  few  comments 
about  cold  and  warm  fronts  and  high  and  low  pressure  patterns.     Now,  we  know 
that  farm  people,  because  of  the  visual  weather  maps  on  our  farm  programs, 
follow  the  weather  trends  with  greater  understanding." 

"Rural  television  viewers  like  to  see  material  which  depicts  their 
way  of  life.     They  like  to  see  their  neighbors  and  their- neighbors 1  livestock 
on  the  screen.     They  like  stories  and  pictures  of  farm  operations  and  farm 
life.     They  like  technical  information  which  will  assist  them  in  making  a 
better  living  from  the  land." 

Soybeans  Break  World  Pecord 

USDA's  foreign  market  specialists  expect  this  year's  crop  of  soybean 
to  reach  an  all-time  high  -  nearly  "j6h  million  bushels  -  6  percent  more  than 
last  year  and  about  two-thirds  larger  than  average  "before  the  war.  Although 
drought  cut  the  crop  expected  earlier  in  the  western  part  of  the  soybelt  in 
the  U.S.,  the  U.S.  accounts  for  two-thirds  of  the  increase  from  r^h,  China- 
Manchuria  about  one -fifth,  and  Japan  most  of  the  remainder.     Japan  had  above- 
average  yields  per  acre  from  a  little  less  land  in  soybeans. 

Loading  Tunnel  Saves  Potatoes 

AMS  Mi  It  oil  Hoffman  calls  our  attention  to  the  way  Bed  Piver  Valley 
Potato  Growers  and  USDA  and  Minnesota  and  Worth  Dakota  researchers  have 
helped  relieve  a  shipping  problem  in  the  coldTNorth  Central  States.  They 
have  devised  a  windproof  canvas  tunnel  to  enable  shippers  to  load  potatoes 
from  warehouse  to  refrigerator  car  in  subzero  weather  without  danger  of  frost 
damage.     They  traced  the  main  trouble  to  wind  pulling  the  heat  out  of  the  cars 
In  November  "Marketing  Activities"  the  specialists  show  how  to  make  an  adjust- 
able holding  frame  to  fix  the  tunnel  in  place  in  the  car  door. 

Good  Eating  in  1956 

The  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  specialists  reported  this  week  that 
if  weather  is  up  to  average,  farmers  will  again  grow  large  food  crops  in  1956. 
They  say  large  stocks  of  food  and  feed  from  this  year's  crops  will  be  carried 
over  into  the  ne\i  year.     Plentiful  feed  supplies  and  the  large  number  of  live- 
stock on  farms  will  keep  livestock  producing  at  a  high  rate.     Indications  for 
the  late  fall  and  winter  point  to^larger  supplies  of  pork,  potatoes  and  lard 
than  in  the  same  months  of  the  past  year,,     They  expect  somewhat  more  chicken, 
deciduous  fresh  fruits,  important ' canned  and  frozen  fruits,  sweet  potatoes, 
dry  beans,  and  rice.    For  most  of  these  lower  prices  will  tend  to  encourage 
some  increase  in  their  use,     On  the  other  hand,  smaller  supplies  and  higher 
prices  seem  likely  for  lamb  and  mutton,  canned  fish,  fresh  oranges,  onions  and 
cabbage . 
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One  Plus  One  is  31  -  and  How.' 

Ali  Baba's  old  magic  words  "Open  Sesame"  are  still  working.  USDA 
researchers  will  report  in  a  few  days  they've  found  what  may  prove  the  way 
to  more  potential  treasure  hidden  in  a  derivitive  of  sesame  seed  oil.  Watch 
for  the  release  telling  ahout  their  discovery  of  the  chemical  structure  of  a 
synergist  derived  from  sesamolin  that  combines  with  pyre thrum  to  make  that 
safe -for -humans  insecticide  31  times  more  effective  against  insects.  Pyrethrum 
itself  is  obtained  from  the  dried  flowers  of  a  small  cousin  of  our  big 
football-game  chrysanthemum.    By  definition,  a  synergist  seems  to  upset  the 
notion  that  two  plus  two  always  makes  four. 

RFD  Marketeer  Extraordinary 

Looking  for  the  story  behind  the  story  of  the  new  wholesale  food 
market  which  opened  for  business  in  Baleigh,  N.  C,  a  few  weeks  ago,  we  ran 
across  the  name  of  BFD  Bob  Martin,  WPTF,  Raleigh,    He  was  the  spark-plug 
behind  the  idea  and  is  now  President  and  Gen'l  Mgr.  of  this  first  market  of 
its  kind  in  N.C.    Before  that  he  managed  the  new  Columbia  State  Farmers  Market 
at  Columbia,  S.C.     In  fact,  he's  the  market  managing-est  LFD  xre've  ever  heard 
about.    He  was  Farm  Editor  of  the  "Greenville  News"  and  EFD  for  WFBC  and  built 
and  managed  the  $250,000  County  Farmers'  Market  at  Greenville,  S.C.    He  grew 
up  on  a  farm  near  Clems on,  taught  vo.  ag.  for  eight  years,  and  was  Extension 
Marketing  Specialist  for  Clemson  for  two  years.    For  the  story  of  the  "New 
Market  Opens  in  Raleigh"  see  Nov.  "Marketing  Activities".     The  story  of  BFD 
Bob  Martin  is  still  in  the  writing. 

Forest  First  on  Water  Management 

Next  week,  November  lU-19,  at  Denver,  Forest  Service  will  hold  the 
first  national  meeting  of  watershed  technicians  it  has  ever  held.  Other 
land  and  water  specialists  and  administrators  of  the  Department  will  take 
part.     The  conferees  aim  to  iron  out  conflicts  between  timber,  recreation, 
grazing,  and  water  interests  and  develop  plans  for  better  management  of  the 
many  uses  of  the  forests.     The  USDA  experts  think  management  of  forest  and 
range  lands  can  be  improved  to  produce  more  top-quality  water.  Eighteen 
hundred  towns  and  cities,  thousands  of  industrial  plants,  600  power  develop- 
ments, and  more  than  13  million  acres  of  irrigated  land  get  all  or  part  of 
their  water  from  the  national  forests.    With  each  man,  woman,  and  child 
using  9,000  gallons  of  water  a  year  and  population  increasing  fast,  water, 
east  and  west,  is  becoming  something  to  worry  about. 

New  Problems  in  Fight  on  Insects 

November  28 -December  1  at  Cincinnati,  the  Entomological  Society  of 
America  holds  its  annual  confab.    Many  USDA  researchers  will  report  to  that 
meeting  on  new  insect  problems  and  new  insect  research.     Need  for  more  forage 
and  grassland  insect  investigations  will  be  stressed.    Also  the  growing 
importance  of  nematodes  in  agriculture.     Use  of  granulated  insecticides  against 
corn  borers,  soluble  insecticides  in  irrigation  water  to  kill  mosquitoes,  new 
insecticides  in  self-feeders  to  bait  flies,  nematode  parasites  to  control 
coddling  moths,  the  new  alfalfa  aphid  problem  in  the  west  and  southwest,  and 
many  others,  will  get  attention. 


Farm  and  Home  network  Shows  Nov.  19 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:1*  to  9:30  p.m.  EST. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     IFYE  boys  and  girls  just  "back  from 
summer  work  on  farms  in  Europe  and  Asia;  and  "Cutting  Poultry  Production 
Costs"  with  John  Taylor,  Ext.  Poultry  Specialist ,  Rutgers  University. 

NBC  F.rm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  Eastern  National  Livestock  Show  at 
Timonium,  Maryland,  with  Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore;  and  Special 
Thanksgiving  highlights  from  WBZ  on  American  Indian  contribution  to  survival 
of  Plymouth  Colony. 

CCBS  Agriculture  USA,  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    Ext.  Bryan  Phifei 
on  Radio  and  TV  farm  and  home  programs  in  Alaska. 

December  Dates  for  Plentiful  Foods 

USDA  will  give  extra  emphasis  to  Beef  in  its  press,  radio  and  TV 

releases  issued  for  use  during  the  period  Nov.  28  to  Dec,  k   

Sweetpotatoes  get  similar  treatment  Dec.  5  to  11.  .   .  .  And  the  feature  of 
the  month  will  include  tasty  pork  sausage  or  bacon  to  bring  the  family  running 
to  the  breakfast  table,  as  well  as  other  Pork  items  for  other  meals  Dec.  12  to 

18   Carefully  graded  better  quality  Potatoes  will  get  the  center  of 

attention  Dec.  19  to  2^   and  Grapefruit  will  provide  holiday  dessert 

and  fresh  fruit  salad  Dec.  26  to  Jan.  1.    Since  grapes  and  winter  pears  are 
also  plentiful,  the  specialists  suggest  grapefruit  with  pears  and  grapes  for 
salad.    Other  December  plentifuls  will  be  turkeys  and  cranberries,  broilers 
and  fryers,  lard,  vegetable    fats  and  oils,  canned  tuna,  and  dairy  products. 
Yes,  and  Dates  themselves. 

FAS  Girdles  Earth  in  Hour 

Yesterday  in  our  "Know  Your  USDA"  visual  lecture  series,  Admn. 
Gwynn  Garnett,  FAS,  narrated  a  rapid  review  of  the  services  performed  by  "the 
eyes,  ears  and  voice  of  American  Agriculture  Abroad.    Teamed  up  with  him  was 
a  Maryland  farmer,  Robert  Miller.    Costumed  usherettes  representing  different 
nations  added  an  extra  eye-filling  feature.    By  f lannelgraph,  Henry  Hopp 
showed  the  agricultural  export  barometer  registering  the  importance  of  export 
sales  to  U.S.  farmers.    On  a  giant  map,  Horace  Bolster  located  our  agricultural 
attaches  in  Europe  and  elsewhere.    Clarence  Pike  and  Clarence  Eskildsen  used 
colored  elides  to  show  our  ways  of  doing  business  with  the  Far  East.  Kathryn 
Wylie  and  Puss  Strobel,  with  f lannelgraph  and  live  demonstration  showed  how 
we  are  boosting  business  with  Latin  America  with  new  products,  such  as  improved, 
dried  milk  shipped  from  here  abroad  and  reconstituted  into  a  delicious  beverage 
in  the  other  countries. 

Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
P.S.    Chief  Layne  Beaty  is  conferring  in  the  Northeast.    Back  Monday, 


RFD  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


MAR  2  8 125; 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AuRPCMJURE 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


November  18,  195! 
Letter  No.  691 


Today  AMS  issued  its  Demand  and  Price  Outlook  for  '56,     In  it,  the 
Department  economists  predicted  continued  strong  demand  for  farm  products  in 
the  coming  year.     They  also  forecast  large  supplies.     They  pointed  out  that 
much  of  this  year's  crop  output  will  "be  marketed  in  '56.     And  carryover 
stocks  are  large  for  wheat,  rice,  corn  and  other  feed  grains,  cotton,  fats 
and  oils,  and  tobacco.    With  average  growing  conditions,  they  figured  crop 
production  next  year  may  not  equal  the  record  output  this  year.  Average 
yields  on  the  prospective  restricted  acreage  would  result  in  smaller  crops. 
They  considered  it  likely  that  foreign  takings  of  U.S.  farm  products,  which 
increased  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  would  maintain  their  improved  level. 

Price -wise,  they  said,  farmers  might  take  in  as  much  or  more  cash 
from  livestock  as  this  year,  if  they  halt  expansion  of  hog  raising.     On  the 
other  hand,  crop  prices  may  average  lower,  reflecting  the  big  supplies. 
Production  costs  continue  high,  but  feed  costs  that  bulk  big  in  farmers' 
expenses  will  probably  be  less  in  '56. 


Some  Other  Developments  of  the  Week 


Under  the  recently -announced  pork  buying  program,  the  Department 
today  reported  buying  642,000  pounds  of  canned  pork  products  -  delivery  to 
begin  in  mid-December  and  run  through  first  part  of  January.     Next  offers  to 
sell  pork  to  USDA  are  due  Monday.   .   .   .  AMS  announced  this  week  that  if  pre- 
liminary indications  are  borne  out  the  year  1955  will  show  the  largest  gain 
in  sales  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  since  the  war  year  19^5 •   ...  As  part  of 
its  overall  program  to  help  develop  new  markets  abroad  for  U.S.  farm  products, 
USDA  has  entered  into  a  3 -year  agreement  to  sell  CCC-owned  butter  and  nonfat 
dry  milk  solids  at  reduced  prices  to  companies  that  will  set  up  milk  combining 
operation  in  Thailand  


Turkey  Advisers  Urge  Caution 


In  light  of  the  recent  survey  that  showed  farmers  upping  their  plans 
for  heavy  breed  turkey  hens  next  year,  the  Turkey  Advisory  Committee  meeting 
here  this  afternoon  suggested  growers  keeping  breeders  should  be  sure  of  a 
market  for  the  turkey  eggs,  that  hatcheries  set  on  orders  only,  that  breeders 
be  carefully  selected,  so  that  there  won't  be  more  than  this  year,  with  the 
Christmas  market  in  mind  for  those  in  excess.    Also  that  export  markets  should 
be  developed. 


Families  Follow  Livestock  on  TV 


On  the  wide,  vide  subject  of  market  news  on  TV,  Harold  (Smitty) 
Schmitz ,  KFEQ-TV ,  St.  Joseph,  comments  "The  Commission  men  at  the  St.  Joseph 
stockyards  say  that  since  we  started  taking  pictures  (still  and  moving)  at 
the  yards,  more  families  (women  and  children)  come  in  with  their  livestock. 
In  fact,  some  mornings  the  shippers  are  waiting  for  the  cameraman  to  show 
up  to  get  their  picture  taken  for  TV."  ....  Smitty  gees  on  to  reveal  that 
"TV  has  lengthened  the  evening  hours  for  most  farm  folks,  especially  older 
ones,     Lights  "burn  longer  at  night  "because  of  television"  ....  From 
inquiries  which  come  to  him,  Smitty  gets  the  idea  that  farm  folks  want  to 
see  the   'how  to  do  it'  type  of  show,  but  the  most  important  points  to  get 
across  are  'why  do  it  this  way?'   'How  can  it  make  me  money?  etc. 1 

'Water,  water,  everywhere, 
And  all  the  boards  did  shrink" - 

But  the  Ancient  Mariner  wasn't  thinking  about  Water  Control  Boards  - 
they  may  have  to  expand.     In  the  early  days,  settlers  followed  the  water- 
courses.   Farmers  found  good  springs  or  dug  wells  to  fresh  water.  Later, 
irrigation  made  the  desert  flourish  and  blossom  as  the  rose.     Now  irrigation 
already  takes  half  the  water  used  in  the  U.S.  and  is  spreading  in  the  east„ 
We  used  to  dump  industrial  waste  and  city  sewage  into  our  clean  streams  and 
trusted  dilution  to  take  care  of  pollution  -  even  the  fishes  didn't  object 
too  much.    But  our  population  is  growing  fast.    More  people  and  more  industries 
are  competing  for  water.     Our  Revolutionary  ancestors  tried  to  get  salt  out 
of  the  water  to  use  the  salt.    Row  we  are  trying  to  get  salt  out  of  the  water 
to  use  the  water.     Our  population  is  growing  fast.     Mere  people  and  more 
industries  are  having  to  re -use  water.    All  of  which  means  problems  ahead 
for  farmers  and  city  folks  and  EFDs  and  other  broadcasters.     "Water"  the 
USDA  1955  Yearbook  of  Agriculture,  out  this  week,  calls  attention  to  these 
and  other  trends  in  water  use. 

EFD ' s  Granddaddy  Celebrates 

May  19  next  year,  the  friends  of  KDKA  will  celebrate  the  35th 
anniversary  of  the  world's  first  farm  program,  which  went  on  the  air  May  19, 
1921.     If  we  have  our  figures  right,  Frank  Mullen  was  then  in  the  spot  now 
occupied  by  EFD  Bert  Hutchison.    What  brought  to  mind  this  coming  event  was 
the  lUth  Annual  KDKA  Farm  Badio  Conference  at  which  KDKA  celebrated  its  35th 
anniversary  as  a  station  and  at  which  our  own  USDA  Ext.  Lester  Schlup  was 
guest  speaker  early  this  month.    KDKA  has  had  farm  programming  continuously 
since  May  19th  of  its  first  year. 

This  is  the  '56  Outlook  for  Poultrymen 

Poultry  farmers  now  seem  likely  to  produce  more  eggs,  chickens,  and 
turkeys  next  year  than  this  year.     The  USDA  Outlook  Board  sees  little  net 
change  in  demand,  but  although  demand  for  poultry  products  will  run  no  stronger 
feed  supplies,  the  poultryman's  biggest  cost  item,  are  expected  to  be  cheaper 
most  of  '56.     Supplies  of  red  meat  which  compete  with  poultry  will  likely 
prove  large  and  prices  lower.     So  to  sell  readily,  poultry  may  have  to  be 
even  more  attractively  priced  compared  with  beef  and  pork.    Also  springtime 
egg  prices  may  need  an  even  wider  margin  than  this  year  between  them  and 
prospective  fall  prices  to  be  attractive  to  storers  and  speculators.  The 
Board  notes  a  steady  growth  in  the  use  of  Federal  grades  for  poultry  and  eggt . 
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The  Long  Way  Around 

Bob  Simmons,  Mags.  Ext.  Communications  tells  us  ''A  gentleman  from 
Lynnfield,  Mass  "saw  a  leaflet  offered  on  WBZ-TV,  Boston,  which  he  hoped 
would  answer  some  lawn  problems  of  his.     He  wrote  the  station  telling  them 
the  time  of  day  when  he  "believed  the  program  was  on.     The  station  wrote  "back 
that  they  were  network  with  'Mr,  Wizard'  at  that  time,  and  perhaps  HE  could 
answer  the  request.    Whereupon  the  information  seeker  (he  really  wanted  to 
cover  those  hare  spots)  wrote  Mr.  Wizard  at  NBC  in  New  York,  who  passed  it 
along  to  the  NBC  Information  Service,  who  passed  it  to  Phil  Alampi  at  WRCA, 
who  shipped  it  to  me.     I  sent  it  across  campus  to  Al  Boicourt,  our  Ext. 
Horticulturist.     Hope  Al  doesn't  advise  the  poor  guy  to  write  someone  else." 

Five -Year  Meat  Animal  Outlook 

As  you  may  have  noticed  in  Monday's  '56  Outlook  Issue  of  the  USDA 
Livestock  and  Meat  Situation,  meat  animals  in  future  years  will  hold  a  very 
strong  and  probably  an  increasing  position  in  U.S.  agriculture.    About  19o0 
meat  animal  production  will  be  large,  and  their  prices,  while  not  unusually 
high,  will  compare  favorably  with  prices  for  other  farm  products.  Meat 
animals  will  likely  contribute  a  rising  proportion  of  the  total  income  of 
farmers.    The  Department  economists  base  these  prospects  on  high  employment 
and  incomes  and  fairly  large  spending  for  meat.    Judging  by  the  past  hO  years, 
they  figure  demand  for  beef  will  prove  stronger  than  that  for  pork. 

Across  the  Green  Mountain  Fence 

The  enviable  position  of  being  able  to  cover  most  of  the  state 
with  one  TV  station  belongs  to  Lloyd  Williams ,  Ext.  radio  &  TV  at  the 
University  of  Vermont.     Using  WCA1  -TV"7  Burl i ngt on ,  for  his  daily  noontime 
quarter  hour,  he  hits  all  of  VermontTexcept  a  strip  in  the  south,  plus  parts 
of  New  York,  New  Hampshire  and  Canada.     "Across  the  Fence"  is  the  show's  name. 
After  nearly  a  year  now,  Lloyd  has  lost  all  self -consciousness  about  escorting 
livestock  through  the  station's  offices  into  the  studio.     Incidentally,  that 
U.V.M.  one  sees  all  over  Vermont,  stands  for  the  Universite  de  Ver  Mont, 
French  for  "Green  Mountain".    Kemember  your  history  lessons  about  Ethan  Allen? 

Progress  on  New  Family  Farms  Programs 

In  opening  a  panel  discussion  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association  of 
L  .nd  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities,  at  East  Lansing,  Michigan,  this  week, 
Under  Secretary  True  Morse  reported  the  Department  is  continuing  its  search 
for  ways  to  improve  all  our  farm  programs  (not  radio  and  TV).     He  urged 
farmers  from  all  across  the  nation  to  send  in  their  recommendations.    He  said 
that  the  enlarged  program  of  soil  conservation  and  incentive  payments,  which 
Secretary  Benson  announced  would  be  used  to  divert  cropland  into  grass,  trees 
and  forage,  particularly  in  drought  areas,  will  play  a  major  role  in  both  the 
Rural  Development  and  Great  Plains  programs.     On  the  Rural  Development  program, 
the  Under  Secretary  noted  widespread  interest,  with  27  states  having  reported 
long-term  rural  development  type  work  or  plans  for  special  programs.    A  total 
of  17  pilot  counties  have  been  designated  in  8  states.     And  9  more  states  are 
planning  to  identify  areas  for  pilot  programs.     He  said  this  is  clearly  a 
program  to  benefit  primarily  the  family-type  farms.     It  will  emphasize  the 
farm  families,  with  the  children  and  young  people. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Nov.  26 


ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:0.0  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features-    Report  frqm  annual  meeting  of 
National  Grange  by  Roy  Battles;  and  h-E  Club  Congress  in  Chicago. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12; 30  p.m.  EST, 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    Previews  of  National  k-E 
Congress  and  National  Livestock  Exposition  in  Chicago. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  9:15  to  9:30  .a.m.  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA",  with  Layne  Beaty.     Features:  Under  Secretary 
True  D,  Morse  on  "Progress  in  the  Rural  Development  Program". 

Tape  on  New  Cat tie  Diseases 

NATRFD  Prg-xy  Frank  Atwood  tells  us  Norman  Kraeft,  WGN,  represented 
him  at  the  recent  USDA  conference  in  Chicago  on  new  cattle  diseases.  They 
call  that  disease,  or  those  diseases,  "by  different  names  in  different  states, 
hut  Norman  got  a  good  interview  about  it  and/or  them  with  Dr.  W,  P.  Prichard 
of  Indiana  and  Dr.  Rue  Jensen  of  Colorado.    We  now  have  the  tape  and  would 
he  glad  to  dub  a  copy  for  any  of  you  who  may  want  to  use  it.    It  runs  Ik 
minutes  15  seconds,  and  you  can  use  all  or  just  sections  out  of  it.  Send 
us  in  a  blank  tape  if  you  want  a  copy, 

May  Tape  Electricity  Use  Abroad 

RE A  Admn.  Ancher  Nelsen  is  heading  out  for  Geneva  to  swap  ideas  about 
rural  electrification  with  European  experts.    He  goes  as  U.S.  delegate  to 
the  Electric  Power  Committee  of  the  UN  Economic  Commission  for  Europe,  which 
meets  November  28.    He  will  also  visit  rural  electrification  installations 
in  Austria  on  a  field  trip  sponsored  by  the  Austrian  government.    He  will 
undoubtedly  bring  back  information  about  the  extent  and  use  of  electricity 
on  farms  in  other  countries,  and  we  hope  to  have  a  report  on  tape  for  you. 
More  about  this  later, 

TV  Helps  Clean  Camp 

Based  on  reports  from  252  TV  stations,  Ted  Pettit,  Conservation 
Director,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  estimates  the  two  1951;  one-minute  Bey  Scout 
conservation  TV  trailers  prepared  by  USDA  Forest  Service  and  Motion  Picture 
Service  have  been  shown  over  5>300  times  each.    These  trailers  are  "Let's 
Leave  a  Clean  Camp",  and  "Careful  Woodsmen".     Ted  computes  each  film's  showing- 
amounted  to  at  least  $^86,000  worth  of  station  time.     In  10  cities  with 
largest  potential  audience  use  averaged  ten  times  per  film  per  city.  Smaller 
stations  reported  more  use.     Stations  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii  above  average  use. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  ' 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFO  LETT, 

To 


Radio  Fa rnr Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


'Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


By  the  time  you  get  this,  you  may  already  have  talked  with  our  Chief 
Layne  Beaty.    At  this  writing  he  is  in  Chicago  for  the  NATRFD  meeting.  He 
plans  to  he  hack  here  on  the  job  early  next  week.    Jules  Eenaud  of  this  office, 
went  out  last  night,  to  take  in  as  much  of  that  tig  three-ring  circus;  NATRFD 
meet,  h-R  Club  Congress,  International  Livestock  Exposition,  and  assorted  side- 
shows; as  time  and  human  endurance  will  permit. 

Just  before  Thanksgiving,  Secretary  Benson,  talking  to  the  National 
Grange  C onve nt i on ,  at  Cleveland,  declared  we  are  meeting  our  problems  one  by 
one,  on  a  commodity  by  commodity  basis.    He  cited  progress  made  in  beef,  dairy, 
and  egg  situation;  and  also  reported  over  a  billion  pounds  of  our  abundant 
supplies  of  foodstuffs  shared  during  the  past  fiscal  year  with  children  and 
others  both  here  and  abroad.   .   .   .  Later,  speaking  to  the  Farmers  Club  of  the 
Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Secretary  pointed  out  that  a  storage  bin  is 
not  a  customer.    There  is  no  satisfactory  substitute  for  markets.    He  said  it 
is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  total  agricultural  production  must  be 
brought  more  closely  into  balance  with  demand.    He  revealed  that  he  had  recently 
discussed  with  the  President  new  proposals  aimed  at  helping  farmers  to  share 
more  fully  in  our  national  prosperity.    He  again  outlined  six  new  steps  to 
broaden  the  present  program. 


Taped  Farm  representative  Abroad 


Jack  Towers  has  a  tape  just  in  from  Eome  .   .   .  with  5  min.  chat 
between  Ass't  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  Earl  Butz  and  Raymond  Ogg,  ag.  attache  to 
our  embassy  at  Eome,  telling  about  the  latter' s  work  representing  U.S.  farmers 
abroad.    We  are  sending  it  to  several  BFDs  who  have  expressed  interest  in  tapes 
from  abroad.     If  you  want  this  one,  shoot  us  a  tape  and  we'll  send  you  a  copy 
right  away. 


U.S.  Milk  to  Fair  Visitors 


Starting  today  and  running  through  Dec.  11,  visitors  at  the  Inter- 
national Industries  Fair  at  Bogota,  Colombia,  are  getting  samples  of  recombined 
milk  and  ice  cream  made  from  prepared  mixes  of  U.S.  dry  milk  and  butter  oil. 
Also  samples  of  cookie  and  cake  mixes,  and  other  products.     These  distributions 
are  part  of  the  first  U.S.  government -sponsored  exhibits  of  U.S.  farm  products 
ever  shown  at  a  fair  in  Latin  America.    USDA,  the  Dept.  of  Commerce,  and  private 
industries  are  cooperating  in  these  promotional  displays. 
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Radio,  Youth,  Cattle  and  Weather 

Another  outstanding  promotion  gimmick  is  the  monthly  news  letter 
(k  pages)  which  Frank  Atwood,   (WTIC,  Hartford)  gets  out  for  ahout  300 
youngsters  in  Connecticut  and  western  Massachusetts  who  have  "borrowed  money 
from  WTIC  in  the  past  five  years  for  purchase  of  purebred  calves.    This  WTIC 
Farm  Youth  program  which  Frank  started  in  19^8  has  done  a  great  deal  to  help 
start  young  fellows  on  the  road  to  sound  dairy  and  "beef  production  (mostly 
dairy,  though).    The  station  put  up  a  $25,000  revolving  fund  for  the  purpose. 
It  accomodates  ahout  50  kids  per  year.     The  loans  run  for  two  years  and  draw 
no  interest  at  all.    The  young  "borrowers  must  he  12  years  or  older.  Loans 
are  passed  upon  by  a  30 -man  committee  representing  h-E,  FFA  and  breed  associa- 
tions in  Conn,  and  Mass.    The  News  Letter  has  items  mostly  about  young  winners 
of  various  WTIC  contests  (trips  to  FFA  and  k-E  national  conclaves,  prize 
calves,  etc. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  Frank's  station  may  be  the  only  one  in  the 
country  with  its  own  weather  station.     The  insurance  company  which  owns  WTIC 
recently  constructed,  equipped  and  staffed  its  own  weather  bureau,  to  serve 
the  Hartford  area.    Frank,  of  course,  is  president  of  NATRFD  this  year. 

FAS  Along  the  Milky  Way 

This  week  our  USDA  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  reported  several 
developments  toward  using  more  milk  in  other  countries.    In  San  Salvador  in 
the  central  American  republic  of  El  Salvador,  a  company  has  been  set  up  to 
recombine  modified  milk  from  powdered  milk  from  California.    The  milk  it  sells 
to  local  customers  will  be  made  in  U.S.  machinery  and  marketed  in  Canadian 
cartons.  ...  A  dairy  plant  in  Liverpool,  England  is  pasteurizing  milk  and 
flying  it  to  West  Africa,   .   .   .  This  past  summer  a  private  plant  at  Kilmannock, 
Scotland  started  a  "Milk-in-the -Mines"  program  and  in  six  weeks  time  sharply 
boosted  use  of  milk  by  English  mines.   .   .   .  Under  the  Colombo  plan,  Australia 
will  send  to  Singapore  a  milk  reconstitution  plant  that  can  turn  out  more 
than  1,000  gallons  of  milk  an  hour.  .  .  and  the  first  shipment  of  a  half 
million  dollars  worth  of  dairy  equipment  from  New  Zealand  has  arrived  in 
Bombay,  India. 

Extension's  KAVEman  Farm  Program 

When  KAVE  opened  up  at  Carlsbad,  N.M. ,  back  in  the  twenties,  the  local 
county  agricultural  agent  saw  possibilities  in  these  newfangled  doings  and 
snapped  up  a  chance  to  go  on  the  air  regularly  with  farm  information.  Cecil 
Herrell,  N.M.  Ext.  Ed.,  reports  that  the  current  County  Agent  there,  Dick 
Marek    now  has  the  half  hour  spot  at  6:^5  a.m.  Tuesdays,  and  that  for  the 
past  ten  years  the  time  has  been  bought  by  a  commercial  (potash)  firm  and 
made  available  to  Extension. 

New  Cotton  Carpet  Cleaner 

As  part  of  the  USDA  search  for  new  usee  for  cotton,  contract  researchers 
under  supervision  of  Southern  Research  Branch,  have  now  developed  a  new  process 
for  cleaning  wall-to-wall  cotton  carpet  in  the  home.    The  specialists  say 
the  new  method  restores  heavily  soiled,  installed  cotton  carpets  to  bright 
shades  at  a  single  call  and  leaves  a  cleaner  and  drier  carpet  than  methods 
now  in  use.     Plenty  of  fresh  clean  suds  are  worked  through  the  carpet  pile 
and  then  sucked  up  through  a  vacuum  nozzle  which  removes  both  suds  and  soil. 
The  new  cleaning  machine  is  expected  to  go  into  commercial  production  in  the 
near  future . 
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Be cord  Feed  Grain  Supplies 

This  winter  livestock  feed  will  total  more  and  more  per  animal,  than 
ever  before „    USDA's  Outlook  Board  announced  Wednesday  a  record  supply  of 
feed  grains  and  other  concentrates  of  197  million  tons  for  the  season  ahead. 
Board  specialists  reported  the  "big  feed  supplies  this  year  due  to  record 
carryover  stocks,  large  feed  grain  acreage,  and  a  generally  favorable  growing 
season.    Although  the  livestock  population  is  growing,  they  said  the 
prospective  supply  per  animal  unit  is  7  percent  larger  than  last  year  and  a 
little  above  the  previous  high.     They  also  noted  that  supplies  of  feed  grains 
are  much  better  distributed  over  the  country  this  year  than  in  the  past  2  or 
3  years.     Supplies  of  high-protein  feeds  and  hay  are  also  a  little  larger  than 
last  year.    Enough  hay  for  livestock  on  farms  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
country o    They  expect  feed  prices  to  average  lower  than  a  year  ago. 

With  our  Ever-Active  RFDs 

Wally  Wagoner,  formerly  with  WKBW,  Buffalo,  is  now  on  his  new  job  as 
RED  for  WROW,  Albany,  N„  Y.,  and  organizing  eight  or  ten  counties  to  take 
part  in  his  early  morning  show  between  six  and  seven.    Later  on  he  plans  to 
do  some  farm  TV  shows  with  accent  on  various  youth  programs.   „   .   .  From  Wes 
Seyler  we  have  a  copy  of  Kansas  Farm  Notes,  prepared  by  the  WTBW-WIBW-TV  Farm 
Department,  and  decorated  with  likenesses  of  Wes ,  Wilbur,  and  Dick  on  the 
masthead.    Wes  tells  us  this  new  service  was  started  by  his  department  a  few 
weeks  ago  to  establish  actual  facts  about  Kansas  agriculture  in  the  minds  of 
time  buyers  and  agency  people. 

Dairy  Outlook  for  '^6  and  Later 

Monday  our  Outlook  Board  issued  its  '56  outlook  on  dairy  farming.  The 
Board  members  think  milk  production  may  reach  a  new  high  in  '56  of  between 
126  to  127  billion  pounds,  compared  with  the  record  of  12^  billion  expected 
this  year.    They  expect  cash  receipts  from  dairy  products  to  increase 
moderately,  and  they  estimate  that  with  feed  costs  lower,  dairy  farmers  may 
net  a  little  more  in  '56  than  in  any  of  the  past  3  years.   .   .  They  note  that 
in  the  last  ten  years  the  number  of  farms  selling  milk  went  down,  but  the 
number  of  cows  per  farm  and  average  production  per  cow  went  up  so  that  sales 
of  milk  per  farm  more  than  offset  the  reduction  in  number  of  farms.  They 
credit  increases  to  better  cows,  better  feeding,  and  better  management,  and 
figure  these  trends  will  continue  in  the  next  ten  years. 

New  Tobacco,  Grass,  and  Soybean  Research 

In  the  past  few  days,  USDA  researchers  announced  all  fertilizer  studies 
with  grass  reaffirm  that  farmers  can't  afford  not  to  fertilize.    For  example, 
they  cited  the  new  Suwannee  Bermuda  that  grows  on  deep  sand  in  the  southeast. 
With  50  pounds  of  nitrogen  or  less  a  year,  Suwannee  yields  10  to  20  percent 
more  than  its  nearest  competing  variety.   .   .   .  USDA  and  N.  C.  Experiment  Station 
announced  a  new  variety  of  flue -cured  tobacco  -  Dixie  Bright  2hh  -  that  is 
highly  resistant  to  fusarium  and  bacterial  wilt,  and  moderately  resistant  to 
black  shank.   .   .   .  Regulatory  officials,  plant  pathologists,  and  agronomists 
have  been  asked  to  report  any  unexplained  damage  to  soybean  plantings.  A 
search  for  a  new-found  soybean  pest  is  now  under  way  in  Ntrth  Carolina.  It 
is  the  soybean  cyst  nematode,  which  when  present  in  large  numbers  causes 
dwarfing  and  yellowing  of  soybean  plants. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Dec.  3 


NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:3C  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.     Features:  Top  Winners  from  International 
Livestock  Show;  and  Beview  of  National  k-E  Club  Congress. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  ESTC     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  h-E  Club  Congress  Highlights;  and 
Highlights  of  International  Livestock  Show,  with  Dix  Harper,  WIS. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:    Report  from 
h-E  Club  Congress, 

Green  Mountain  Boys  Tide  Again 

Before  taking  off  for  Chicago,  Chief  Beaty  handed  us  this  contribution 
to  history:     "Hell  hath  no  fury  like  a  college  alumnus  in  a  situation  like  this. 
Having  read  studiously  every  word  of  our  reference  in  last  week's  Letter  about 
the  so-called  French  name  of  the  University  of  Vermont  (U.V.M.)  old  grad  Frank 
Atwood,  now  a  leading  citizen  of  Connecticut,  beams  a  blow  torch  in  our  direction. 
Whereas  we  had  tried  to  explain  the  commonly  used  initials  U.v\M„  in  terms  of 
fractured  French,  Frank  pulls  his  Latin  on  us  and  says  it's  "Universitas  Viridi 
Montanae  (et  Collegique  Agriculturae )  and  volunteers  to  prove  it  by  digging  out 
his  old  diploma  -  which  he  probably  hasn't  seen  in  20  years.    We  know,  of  course, 
that  it  was  Ethan  Allen's  "brother,  Ira,  who  founded  U.V.M. ,  but  it  was  Ethan  and 
his  'Green  Mountain  Boys'  about  whom  we  read  in  grade  school  American  history. 
Frank  contends  that  'the  only  Frenchman  who  had  anything  to  do  with  UVM  was  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  who  stage-coached  to  Burlington  some  years  later  to  lay 
the  cornerstone  of  the  Old  Mill  (the  principal  classroom  building  where  they 
ground  out  scholars,  and  still  do)',  thereby  probably  giving  rise  to  the  line 
'Lafayette,  we  are  here'. 

"Oddly  enough,  we  got  our  original  information  from  a  Connecticut  native 
transplanted  to  Vermont.     That  ends  the  history  lesson  for  today." 

Watch  for  Farmers  Tax  Guide 

Ext.  Economist  E.  A.  Johnson  tells  us  the  Extension  folks  will  have  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service's  "Farmers'  Tax  Guide  for  1955"  out  to  County  Agents 
by  Dec.  5-    It  explains  the  income  tax  rules  which  apply  especially  to  farmers 
and  shows  some  sample  records  and  filled-in  tax  return  form  for  reporting  income 
and  self -employment  taxes.    This  is  the  first  year  of  farmer  participation  in 
social  security  and  many  low  income  farmers  will  be  filing  income  returns  for 
the  first  time  -  Extension  thinks  it  will  be  a  real  service  to  call  farmers' 
attention  to  this  Guide  about  the  middle  of  December  and  again  about  the  5th  of 
January . 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
P.S.     Congratulations  to  KMMJ,  Farm  and  Home  Radio,  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  which 
celebrates  its  30th  year  of  broadcasting  activities  Nov.  28,  1955.    Also  Congrats 
to  George  Kister.    He's  been  with  KMMJ  28  of  those  years. 


